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Creative Economy Economic Development Plan Recommended in 

Final Report of Innovation Agenda Conference

Growth of Creative/Innovative Sector Seen Key to Mass Future Competitiveness


Salem MA The final report of the statewide conference on the creative economy held last May was released today with a series of recommendations designed to showcase and grow this sector of the Massachusetts economy.  The conference titled The Innovation Agenda:  Growing the Creative Economy in Massachusetts featured over 200 statewide leaders who came together to discuss the importance of growing this key sector.


“We all hear about the difficulties facing Massachusetts,” said Patricia Zaido, Executive Director of the Salem Partnership and one of the partners in the conference.  “But this conference put the spotlight on one of the solutions.  Creative companies and organizations are all over Massachusetts from the technology sector through traditional arts, music and theater.  There are thousands of small entities doing innovative, creative work and it’s time we recognize them, find out what they need and help them grow.”


The report recommends that the Commonwealth Creative Economy Council be created to lay the foundation for growth of the creative economy by promoting the sector through extensive networking, a comprehensive communications program, a resource directory, the establishment of best practices, creating affordable micro-loan programs; developing an angel fund as well as a venture investment fund, a technical assistance fund to help creative companies learn business skills and identify local funding opportunities.  The report concludes with the recommendation that creativity and innovation be emphasized at all educational levels as a key competitive skill for the future.

“The conference, ‘The Innovation Agenda: Growing the Creative Economy,’ brought together thought leaders from the arts and culture, technology and business communities, to discuss the value of the creative economy as an economic engine for the Commonwealth. The challenge ahead is how to translate this potential into a business of culture that can enhance markets, find and create jobs, and build linkages with different industry sectors," said Patrick Larkin, Director of the John Adams Innovation Institute, the economic development arm of the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative.  


“We know that the future of Massachusetts lies in building on our strengths.  Massachusetts is the innovation state.  Creativity and innovation are in our blood.  We need to focus on this sector and promote Massachusetts as the best possible home for creative companies,” said Christine Sullivan, Executive Director of the Enterprise Center at Salem State College, a small business incubator and growth center.


“Creativity and innovation will only grow in importance to Massachusetts’ future in the coming years,” said Mary Kelley, MCC’s Executive Director. “This report can help begin a thoughtful discussion on how to ensure that the creative economy continues to provide new jobs, income, and opportunities for our state’s citizens.”

The recommendations are being discussed by participants statewide and with the legislature and Administration.  The program will be crafted to roll out in 2007.  

A complete copy of the report and executive summary may be found at 
www.creativeeconomy.us

